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I chose my topic, Titanic: Inspiring Turning Points in Maritime Safety, for my National History Day project this year because I have always been interested in the Titanic. The sinking of the Titanic, for me, holds a bit of mystery. I find it amazing that no one realized before the tragedy of the Titanic that the safety precautions on maritime vessels were so lacking. The 100th anniversary of the sinking of the Titanic was this April, and watching the television specials made me curious about the safety measures taken by the crewmembers and passengers. And thus, I chose my topic for this National History Day theme because I knew that the safe guarding procedures inspired by the sinking of the Titanic were a turning point in history, more specifically, in maritime safety history.


I chose to do an individual website this year because I thought that I did very well last year in this same medium. The software to create the websites that NHD provides (Weebly) is very easy to use. Because the software is so easy to use, I think it is easier for me to express my ideas about my project in my website. All in all, I chose this medium last year and liked it a lot. I thought it would be best that, since I am proficient at using the software, I continued in this medium this year.


I conducted my research at home and at a local library. I had researched several books at home on the Internet, and looked them up on the library website. The books that I found were all extremely helpful to me. But, my favorite was probably a Titanic history book called Unsinkable. Unsinkable by Daniel Allan Butler is a detailed history of the Titanic, which mentions the safety precautions taken and also the building and designing of the Titanic. It is and was by far my favorite source. I also found an online archive of a newspaper which covered the sinking of the Titanic. This was very helpful to me because it allowed me to see the perspective of those not on the Titanic, and how they took the disaster after realizing all of the errors that had occurred.
My topic relates to the 2012-2013 National History Day theme “Turning Points in History: People, Ideas, and Events” because the tragedy of the Titanic inspired regulations in maritime safety dealing with lifeboats, radio transmissions, ice patrol, distress rockets, and more which forever changed the quality of safety on oceangoing vessels. These regulations have saved countless lives on oceangoing vessels. The sinking of the Titanic and the revisions inspired by it are a turning point in history because they allowed governments to realize how much their maritime safety was lacking. The regulations that came after Titanic forced ship owners to take accountability for the lives of their passengers. This realization had positive effects on the safe guarding measures enforced and changed the course of history by saving thousands of lives.         (499 words)
Thesis Statement:


The tragedy of the Titanic was a turning point in history because it inspired regulations in maritime safety dealing with lifeboats, radio transmissions, ice patrol, alarms, and distress rockets. It happened because of inadequate maritime safety measures and an unconcerned public. The safety measures which were inspired by the sinking forever changed the quality of safety on maritime vessels. 
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